Parnell
who fired the shot, passionately protested that he had had no
intention of killing the unfortunate policeman, but was merely
trying to blow off the lock of the van door* A police
constable, named Shaw, swore at the trial that in his opinion
Allen fired, as he said, to dislodge the lock* It is incon-
ceivable that these men would have been found guilty of
murder in a less anxious time* The crime was one of man-
slaughter, and Allen alone was guilty of it* John Bright,
nine years later, said, " I believe that the three men were
hanged because it was a political offence, and not because
it was an ordinary murder of one man, committed by one man,
and by one shot. I believe it was a great mistake/' But
Allen, Larkin, and O'Brien were hanged in front of Salford
Jail on the morning of November 23, 1867* Condon was
reprieved*
The execution of these men, which at the moment excited
great jubilation in England, filled Ireland with sorrow* A
commemorative funeral, in which 150,000 persons partici-
pated, either as followers or onlookers, was held in Dublin*
" As the three hearses, bearing the names of the executed
men, passed through the streets, the multitudes that lined the
streets fell on their knees, every head was bared, and not a
sound was heard save the solemn notes of the Dead March
4 in Saul ' from the bands, or the sobs that burst occasionally
from the crowd/'1 The feeling in Ireland was not confined
to Fenians or their friends: it was shared by many Unionists*
Parnell himself, despite his indignation with his mother
because of her sympathy with the Fenians, was moved by
the fate of " The Manchester Martyrs," as they have ever
since been known*
Some of his biographers have dated his interest in Irish
politics from the day on which Allen and Larkin and O'Brien
1 Life of Charles Stewart Parnell by R* Barry O'Brien, volt i*
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